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Executive Summary

This report summarizes the population of Snohomish County and describes changes based on
the 2000 U.S. Census. It presents changes in the age and race structure of the population and
discusses differences between the six Health Planning Areas into which the county is divided.
The purpose of the information presented in this report is to assist health planners, data ana-
lysts and policy makers in identifying and projecting program needs.

The population of Snohomish County was 606,024 in the year 2000 and constituted 10.3% of
the state population. The population reflected an increase of 140,382 people between 1990
and 2000, or a growth rate of 30.2%. Snohomish County had the second-greatest population
increase in the state, and accounted for 13.7% of the state’s growth. Almost one in ten (9.7%)
were born in a foreign country.

The results of the census reflect the aging of Snohomish County’s population. The largest pro-
portion of the population was between the ages of 35 and 44 years. The median age of Sno-
homish County residents increased from 29.3 years in 1980 to 34.7 in 2000. The population of
incorporated areas in Snohomish County increased by 52.9% between 1990 and 2000, com-
pared to growth of only 12.2% in unincorporated areas. This increase in the population of in-
corporated areas reflects the annexation of previously unincorporated areas as well as natural
growth in these areas.

Incomes in Snohomish County were higher than incomes in Washington State. The Median
household income was $53,060 in Snohomish County, which is 15.9% higher than the state-
wide median income of $45,776. Only 6.9% of Snohomish County residents lived in poverty
compared to 10.6% of Washington State residents.

People in family households made up 84% of the county’s population in 2000. The proportion
of households consisting of married couples declined between 1990 and 2000. Single parent
households increased during that time, and contained 20% of all children under the age of 18.

While the population is still predominantly White (83.4%), the racial diversity of the county grew
between the 1990 and 2000 Census. Asians comprised the second-largest racial group in the
county and were concentrated n the Highway 99 and South Central Health Planning Areas.
Hispanics were the fastest growing racial/ethnic group, with a population growth of 168%.
Males between 20 and 34 years old were disproportionately represented in this population.
People of mixed racial heritage comprised 2.9% of the county population. More than half of
them were under the age of 18.

Health Planning Areas

The Everett Health Planning Area (HPA) was characterized by a young, ethnically diverse
population. Everett had the greatest proportion of single-parent households of any Health
Planning Areas and the lowest rate of home ownership.

The North County HPA had the largest geographic area and the largest population. This
HPA also had the highest proportions of residents under the age of 18.

The East County HPA was the fastest-growing, with 80% growth between 1990 and 2000.
This HPA had the highest home-ownership rate in the county.

The Highway 99 Corridor HPA was the most ethnically diverse area in the county (25.1%
non-White) and had the highest population density.

The South Central HPA was most representative of the county as a whole. Most growth in
this HPA occurred in Bothell. It had the lowest residential vacancy rate in the county.

The View Corridor grew the least between 1990 and 2000. It had the oldest population in
the county and the lowest proportion of single-parent households.



Introduction

This report is a brief overview of the
demographic characteristics of Snoho-
mish County, based on data from
Census 2000. It describes population
growth trends changes in the popula-
tion, and where appropriate, com-
pares changes in the county to those
in Washington State. It also provides
brief overviews of the populations of
the six Health Planning Areas, which
are county subdivisions used by the
Snohomish Health District for analysis
and planning purposes (see map on
page 25). Since demographic
changes influence health indicators,
the information presented in this re-
port will help health planners, data
analysts and policy makers identify
and project program needs.



Population Growth 1980-2000

The population of Snohomish County
was 606,024 in the year 2000 (Figure 1).
The population density was 290.1 people
per square mile. The county comprised
10.3% of Washington state’s population
of 5,894,121. Snohomish County contin-
ued to be the third-largest county in the
State, behind King (population =
1,737,034) and Pierce (population =
700,820) Counties.

While the county’s population growth rate
was higher between 1980 and 1990, the
actual number of people in the county
increased more between 1990 and 2000.
The population of Snohomish County in-
creased by 37.9% between 1980 and
1990 compared to 30.2% between 1990
and 2000. These changes represented
an increase of 127,922 people between
1980 and 1990, but 140,382 people he-
tween 1990 and 2000. Natural popula-
tion increase among county residents
(the number of births minus the number
of deaths) accounted for 34.2% of the
county’'s growth in the 1990s. The re-
maining 65.8% of the increase was due
to people moving into the county from
elsewhere. This growth pattern mirrored
the state, which experienced 37.2%
growth due to natural increase and
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The population of Snohomish
County increased by 140,382
people between 1990 and
2000, representing an in-
crease of 30.2%.

Most of the county’s popula-
tion increase was due to mi-
gration.

Almost one in ten county resi-
dents was born in a foreign
country.

Population Growth, Snohomish County

1980-2000

62.8% from people moving into the state.
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Population Growth (continued)

Despite the substantial growth from in-
migration to the county, the majority of
residents lived in the county in 1995
(74.0%, Figure 2). Of the remainder,
13.6% of residents moved to Snoho-
mish County from another Washington
county within the previous five years,
while 9.6% moved in from another
state and 2.8% came from another
country or U.S. possession.

There was a substantial increase
(229%) in the foreign-born population
of Snohomish County between 1990
and 2000, from 25,777 (5.5% of the
total population) to 59,014 (9.7% of to-
tal). Nearly half (44%) of the foreign-
born residents of the county had en-
tered the United States in the 10 years
prior to the census. Most foreign-born
county residents were from Asia
(46.4%) and Europe (24.3%). Among
foreign-born residents of the county,
46.8% had become naturalized citi
zens. The increase in foreign-born
residents is also reflected in an in-
crease in the proportion of households
in which English was not the primary
language, from 6.6% of households in
1990 to 12.2% in 2000.

*Residents 5 years of age and older

Place of Residence of 2000 Snohomish County
Residents* in 1995

N=562,924

Other WA County
13.6%

Snohomish
County
74.0%

Out of State
9.6%

Other
2.8%

Figure 2



Snohomish County & Washington State

The county’s growth rate has been
consistently higher than that of the
state since 1980 (Figure 3). Growth
rates in the county peaked during the
mid- to late 1980s, after which growth
leveled off to rates similar to those for
the state as a whole. The county then
experienced another growth spurt dur-
ing the late 1990s. Growth rates in the
state as a whole peaked somewhat
later, in the early 1990s, and have ck-
clined since that time.
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8 Key Findings

The county’s growth rate has
been consistently higher than
that of the state since 1980.

Snohomish County experi-
enced the second-highest
population increase in the
state during the 1990s.

Snohomish County absorbed
13.7% of all growth in the state
between 1990 and 2000.

Annual Growth Rates
Snohomish County and Washington State, 1980-2000
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Snohomish County & Washington State

Snohomish County experienced the
second-highest population increase
in the state during the 1990s. The
largest increase was observed in
King County, which grew by 229,729
people. Snohomish County ab-
sorbed 13.7% of all growth in the
state between 1990 and 2000
(Figure 4). Snohomish County grew
from 9.6% of the state’s population
in 1990 to 10.3% in 2000.

County Contributions to
Statewide Growth
1990-2000

King County
22.4%

All Others
36.9%

Snohomish County
13.7%
Spokane County
5.5%

Pierce County
11.2%

Clark County
10.4%

Figure 4
Table 1.
Ten Largest County Population Increases, 1990-2000
Population Population Population Percent Percent of Percent of
County Increase 1990 2000 Increase State State
Increase Population
Washington 1,027,429 4,866,692 5,894,121 21.1% 100.0% 100.0%
King 229,715 1,507,319 1,737,034 15.2% 22.4% 29.5%
Snohomish 140,382 465,642 606,024 30.1% 13.7% 10.3%
Pierce 114,617 586,203 700,820 19.6% 11.2% 11.9%
Clark 107,185 238,053 345,238 45.0% 10.4% 5.9%
Spokane 56,575 361,364 417,939 15.7% 5.5% 7.1%
Thurston 46,117 161,238 207,355 28.6% 4.5% 3.5%
Kitsap 42,238 189,731 231,969 22.3% 4.1% 3.9%
Whatcom 39,034 127,780 166,814 30.5% 3.8% 2.8%
Yakima 33,758 188,823 222,581 17.9% 3.3% 3.8%
Benton 29,915 112,560 142,475 26.6% 2.9% 2.4%
Other Counties 187,893 927,979 1,115,872 20.2% 18.3% 18.9%



Age Distribution

8 Key Findings

Changes in the age struc-
ture of the county between
1980 and 2000 reflect an
aging population.

The median age of Snoho-
mish County residents in-
creased steadily from 29.3
years in 1980, to 31 in
1990, and finally to 34.7 in
2000.

The results of Census 2000 reflected the
aging of the Snohomish County population.
Comparing the three population pyramids
at right, there was an obvious shift from a
population comprised mainly of children
and young adults in 1980 (Figure 5a) to
one with a high concentration of people be-
tween the ages of 30 and 39 in 1990
(Figure 5b). By the time of the 2000 cen-
sus, the largest age group was in their 30’s
(Figure 5c¢). While the changes between
1980 and 1990 reflected the movement of
a large number of young adults into the
county, the changes between 1990 and
2000 were more reflective of an aging
population. The median age of Snohomish
County residents increased steadily from
29.3 years in 1980, to 31 in 1990, and f-
nally to 34.7 in 2000.

Percentages on graphs are rounded to the
nearest whole number. >

Figure 5a
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Age Group
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Population = 337,720 Median Age = 29.3
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Urban versus Rural Growth

Most of the growth in Snohomish
County between 1990 and 2000 was in
urban areas. The populations of the in-
corporated areas of the county grew by
52.9%, while the population of the unin-
corporated parts of the county in-
creased by only 12.2%. This growth
resulted in the majority of the population
living in incorporated areas (51.9%) in
2000, whereas previously most of the
population had lived in unincorporated
areas (55.8% in 1990, Figure 6). Note
that the growth in city populations was
partly due to the annexation of previ-
ously unincorporated areas.

& Key Findings

Most of the growth in
Snohomish County between
1990 and 2000 was in urban
areas.

The growth in urban areas re-
flects annexations as well as
natural growth.

Population in Incorporated & Unincorporated Areas
Snohomish County, 1990 & 2000
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Census 2000 & Washington Office of Financial Management Estimates

The Washington State Office of Financial
Management (OFM) produces population
estimates for years between censuses and
projections for future years. These esti
mates are used by public health agencies
throughout the state to calculate rates for
deaths, births, diseases, etc. They are also
used for planning purposes by other agen-
cies. Since they are used extensively, it is
important to compare these estimates with
the results of the census to evaluate how
use of the estimates affect statistical meas-
ures such as birth and mortality rates.

The last series of OFM estimates for the
year 2000 (dated July 2000) underestimated
the population of Snohomish County by
12,524 people, or 2.1%. The same series
underestimated the population of Washing-
ton State by 1.2%. This means that reu-
sions to previously calculated mortality and
morbidity rates using the results of Census
2000 will result in slightly lower rates. For
example, the mortality rate for Snohomish
County in 2000 was 645.8 deaths per
100,000 population using the OFM esti
mates, but 631.0 per 100,000 using the cen-
sus data.

As the size of the population decreases, the
degree of error in the estimates tends to get
larger. Hence, county estimates tend to be
less accurate than the state estimate, and
estimates for sub-populations of the county
(e.g., cities) will be less accurate those for
the county.

& Key Findings

The last series of OFM
estimates for the year 2000
underestimated the
population of Snohomish
County by 12,524 people, or
2.1%.

The estimates for Snohomish
County under-estimated the
number of teens and young
adults in the countyand
over-estimated the number
of people between ages 50
and 74.

The greatest errors in the
OFM population estimates
were for for Marysville and
Monroe, both of which grew
much faster than predicted.



Census 2000 & Washington Office of Financial Management Estimates

In the estimates for Snohomish County,
the largest errors were for Marysville
(14.2%) and Monroe (13.6%), both of
which grew much faster than predicted
(Figure 7). Other towns showing large
percentage differences were Stanwood
(10.9%), Darrington (12.7%) and Index
(10.8%). However, because these latter
towns are small, minor estimation errors
result in a large percentage difference.

Similarly to the way in which errors
tended to be larger for towns than for
the entire county, there was a larger de-
gree of error in the OFM population esti-
mates within specific age groups than
for the population as a whole. The esti
mates for Snohomish County under-
estimated the number of young adults in
the county, and over-estimated the
number of people between ages 50 and
79 (Figure 8). The largest discrepancy
was in the population between 20 and
24, which was under-estimated by
14.4%. The differences between the
OFM estimates and Census 2000 find-
ings will be reflected in age-specific rate
calculations, and when age-adjusting
rates to a standard population. Use of
the OFM estimates will tend to inflate
calculated rates for young adults and
diminish those for older adults. For ex-
ample, the rate of deaths from motor
vehicle accidents in the county for peo-
ple between 18 and 24 years of age
during 2000 was 19.4 deaths per
100,000 using the Census data, but
21.0 deaths per 100,000 using the OFM
estimates. When examining rates, it is
important to note the source of the
population data used to derive them.
Comparison of rates derived using dif-
ferent population estimates can result in
erroneous conclusions.
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Designated Household Type & Living Arrangements

Between 1990 and 2000, the number of
households (HH)" in Snohomish County
grew slightly faster than the number of
people in the county (30.9% vs. 30.1%).
The average number of persons per
household decreased slightly from 2.68
in 1990 to 2.65 in 2000.

The overall distribution of household
types changed little between 1990 and
2000 (Figure 9). At both times most
households were identified as families”".
Family households comprised 72.3% of
all households in 1990, and 70.2% of
households in 2000. People living in
family households made up 84% of the
county population in 2000. The average
family size was 3.13 persons. Only 2.9%
of people living in family households
were not related to the family.

Families consisting of married couples
fell from 59.7 to 56.0% of all households.
Among these households, 52.0% had
related children under the age of 18 liv-
ing in them. Households comprised of a
married couple with children represented
28.1% of all households in the county, a
decline from 1990 when they made up
30.9% of households. Children of mar-
ried couples were 72.9% of all children
under age 18 in the county.

Percent of Households
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Household Types

Snohomish County, 1990 versus 2000

28.8

27.9

01990 208

N= 171,713 HH

82000

N=224,852 HH

Married, No

Children < 18 Children <18

in HH

Married, Single Other Family Non-family
Parent HH HH
in HH
Figure 9

* The Census Bureau defines a household as an occupied housing unit and includes all individuals

living therein.

** Defined by the Census Bureau as a household composed of related people living together.



Household Type & Living Arrangements (continued)

The fastest growth occurred in house-
holds that did not consist of a married
couple and their family (Figure 10). Sin-
gle-parent households increased 40.4%
from 8.5% of all households in 1990 to
9.1% in 2000. Single-parent households
headed by males increased from 24.6%
of all single-parent households in 1990 to
28.5% in 2000. Single-parent house-
holds contained 20% of the children wn-
der the age of 18.

Other types of family households (i.e. re-
lated persons living together that did not
include a married couple or a single par-
ent with children) increased from 4.1 to
5.0% of the total. Such households con-
tained 4.7% of children under age 18 in
the county, most of whom (71.6%) were
living with their grandparents.

Non-family households (those that did
not include related people living together)
increased by 40.9% from 27.7% to
29.8%. This type of household con-
tained 14.5% of the county’s population.
The average size of non-family house-
holds was 1.17 people. Single-person
residences comprised 75.8% of all non-
family households. However, only 4.4%
of the total county population lived in sin-
gle-person households. Only 1.8% of
non-family households contained chil-
dren under the age of 18. These consti
tuted only 2.2% of the children in the
county.

Census 2000 showed that unmarried
couples made up 6.3% of all households
in the county. The majority of these
(91.2%) were comprised of heterosexual
couples. Unfortunately, due to changes
in the manner in which the Census Bu-
reau processed these data, no compari-
son with 1990 was possible.

Percent Growth
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8= Key Findings

Families consisting of mar-
ried couples declined be-
tween 1990 and 2000.

Single-parent households
increased between 1990
and 2000 and contained
20% of all children under
18.

Persons over the age of 65
were six times more likely
to live alone than younger
people.

Percent Growth by Household Type
Snohomish County, 1990-2000
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Figure 10
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Household Type & Living Arrangements (continued)

12

A small proportion of the county’s popu-
lation (1.5%) lived in some type of group
quarters. This population comprised
9,112 people. The most common types
of group living arrangement were cor-
rectional institutions, military quarters,
and nursing homes. The 2000 Census
found that 2,475 people were incarcer-
ated in Snohomish County. The vast
majority of these (1,792) were in the
Washington State Reformatory at Mon-
roe. An additional 2,164 persons lived
in military quarters, with most of these
(2,036) residing on Naval ships.” Only
879 people were living in nursing homes
in the county. Of these, 91.2% were
over the age of 65.

Approximately two-thirds of housing
units in the county (64.5%) were owned
by the head of the household (Figure
11). This is an increase over 1990,
when the home ownership rate was only
61.9%. A further 30.7% of households
were rented in 2000, very similar to the
figure of 31.5% in 1990. The remaining
4.8% of households were vacant at the
time of the 2000 Census, compared to
6.7% in 1990. Home ownership in-
creased with age, although the rate fell
in persons 85 years and older. The
home ownership rate was slightly higher
in Snohomish County than in Washing-
ton State (67.8% vs. 64.6%), with the
greatest differences among people
younger than 44 years of age.

Percent of Households Owne

* The US Navy maintains a homeport in Everett.
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Home Ownership by Age of Householder
Snohomish County & Washington State, 2000
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Figure 11



Household Type & Living Arrangements (continued)

The living arrangements of the elderly
population (age 65 years and older) were
different from the general population
(Figure 12). While most of the population
over the age of 65 still lived in family
households (64.8%), a much larger pro-
portion lived alone, 26.5% compared to
only 4.4% of the general population. Eld-
erly women were much more likely than
their male counterparts to live by them-
selves, with 34.7% of women living
alone, compared to only 15% of males.
People over the age of 65 were also
more likely to live in group quarters than
the general population (5.4% vs. 1.5%).
However, only 1.5% of the elderly popu-
lation was in a nursing home at the time
of the census. This was lower than in the
state, where 3.2% of people 65 and older
were in nursing homes.

Living Arrangements of Persons 65 and Older
Snohomish County, 2000

Living Alone
26%

Family

66% Other Non-family

3%
Institutional
5%

Figure 12
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Education

There was an increase in the overall
level of education in Snohomish County
between 1990 and 2000. The proportion
of people with a bachelor's or post-
graduate degree increased from 19.3%
in 1990 to 24.4% in 2000 (Figure 13).
The greatest increase was in the number
of people with post-graduate degrees,
which increased by 78% between 1990
and 2000.

The Snohomish County population was
similar to Washington State with a
slightly higher percentage of people who
graduated high school (89.2% vs. 87.1%
for Washington State), However, the
county had a lower proportion of college
graduates (24.4% vs. 27.7%). Snoho-
mish County also had a lower proportion
of residents with graduate degrees
(6.9%) than Washington State as a
whole (9.3%).
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Percent of Population
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8 Key Finding

There was an increase in
the overall education level
in Snohomish County be-
tween 1990 and 2000.

Educational Attainment
Snohomish County, 1990 & 2000

25.9%

29.7%
27.6%

01990
N= 296,401

2000
N= 388,997

17.5%
14.2%

9.0% 9.1%

6.9%
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Associates Bachelors Graduate
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Figure 13



Income & Poverty

Incomes in Snohomish County and
Washington State increased faster than
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) be-
tween 1989 and 1999.* While the CPI
increased by 29.8% nationwide, per
capita income in Snohomish County in-
creased by 48.5%, and 53.9% in Wash-
ington State (Figure 14). Median house-
hold™ income grew by 44.0%, while me-
dian family™ incomes grew 47.8%. In-
comes in Snohomish County were gen-
erally higher than incomes in Washing-
ton State. The median household h-
come for Snohomish County ($53,060)
was 15.9% higher than the state’s, while
median family incomes were 13.0%
higher. Per capita income in Snoho-
mish County was virtually the same as
the state’s.

Median Incomes

higher than incomes in
Washington State as a
whole.

The proportion of families
in poverty was the same
in 1999 as it was in 1989,
4.9%.

Families in Snohomish
County were less likely to
live in poverty than the av-
erage family in Washing-
ton State.

Snohomish County, 1989 & 1999 and Washington State, 1999
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$23,417 $22,973

$15,769

Per Capita Income

Figure 14

* the Census Bureau asks about income from the most recent full year, i.e. the year before the Census is taken. Thus, all

income and poverty data relates to 1989 and 1999, instead of 1990 and 2000.

“*The Census Bureau defines a household as an occupied housing unit and includes all individuals living therein.
" Defined by the Census Bureau as a household composed of related people living together.
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Income & Poverty (continued)
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The proportion of families in poverty was
the same in 1999 as it was in 1989, 4.9%
(Figure 15). However, the proportion of
families with children under 18 that were in
poverty declined slightly from 7.5% to
6.7%. There was a larger decrease in the
proportion of single-parent families headed
by a woman that were living in poverty
from 29.6% in 1989 to 22.1% in 1999.
Families in Snohomish County were less
likely to live in poverty than the average
family in Washington State (4.9% vs.
7.3%).

There was little change in the proportion of
individuals who were in poverty in Snoho-
mish County (6.6% vs. 6.9%) (Figure 16).
However, there was a drop in the propor-
tion of children under 18 and living with
family who were in poverty, from 8.1% to
6.4%. The proportion of individuals living
in poverty was lower in Snohomish County
than Washington State (6.9% vs. 10.6%).
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Race

Data Incomparability

Direct comparison of the racial composi-
tion of the county in 1990 and 2000 was
not possible due to changes in the way
questions about race were asked. The
1990 census included five race catego-
ries (White, Black, Native American/
Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific Islander,
and Other). The 2000 Census included
six categories (similar to 1990, but
Asians and Pacific Islanders were sepa-
rated into their own categories). More
importantly, respondents in 1990 were
asked to identify themselves as belong-
ing to one of the five races, while in 2000
they could indicate membership in as
many race groups as they felt appropri-
ate. Hence, in 2000, not only were Pa-
cific Islanders a separate category from
Asians, but there was yet another group
identified as being of “two or more races”
by the Census Bureau.

In addition, the Census Bureau identifies
‘Hispanic’ as an ethnicity, not as a race.
Hispanics can report themselves as le-
longing to any race in addition to being
Hispanic. Most Hispanics reported them-
selves as either ‘White’ or ‘Other’ race
(Figure 17). Because they can be classi
fied as either a separate race or as an
ethnicity, enumeration of Hispanics can
cause confusion in reporting the racial
composition of the county.

In this report Hispanics are considered a
separate race category. All persons who
indicated Hispanic ethnicity are reported
as Hispanic regardless of what race they
indicated. They are not included in the
totals for other races.

& Key Findings

The county became more ra-
cially diverse between 1990 and
2000.

83.4% of Snohomish County’s
population was White.

Asians were the second-largest
racial group.

Hispanics were the fastest-
growing racial group in the
county, with an increase of
160% between 1990 and 2000.

Race Reported by Hispanics
Snohomish County, 2000
N= 28,590

Black
1%

Other
37%

White
48%

Asian/P.I.
1%
Multi-Racial Native American
11% 206

Figure 17
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Racial Distribution

18

In 2000, the population of Snohomish
County was predominantly White,
(83.4%, Figure 18). The next most
common racial group was Asian, al-
though only 5.7% of the population e-
ported this as their race. Hispanics com-
prised 4.7% of county residents. Each
of the remaining races (Black, Native
American, Pacific Islander, and Other)
comprised less than two percent of the
population. The remaining 2.9% of the
population was multi-racial.

The proportion of non-Whites in the
population increased between 1990 and
2000. Asians and Pacific Islanders n-
creased from 3.4% of the total popula-
tion in 1990 to 6.1% in 2000. Blacks
represented 1% of the population in
1990, but increased to 1.6% by 2000. It
should be noted that the proportions of
all race categories are underrepre-
sented for 2000 compared to 1990 lLe-
cause multi-racial people who would
have been included as part of a single
race category in 1990 were in their own
category in 2000. Despite this caveat, it
is clear that the population of the county
is becoming more racially diverse, al-
though Whites still constitute the vast
majority of residents.

Racial Composition of Snohomish County, 2000

N= 606,024

Hispanic
4.7%
Multi-Racial
2.9%
Asiay
%

Other
3.3%

White
83.4%

Native American
1.3%

Black
1.6%

Pacific Islander
0.3%

Other
0.2%

Figure 18



Asians

Asians were the second-largest race
group in Snohomish County compro-
mising 5.7% of the total population.
The Asian community (including Pacific
Islanders) grew approximately 128%
between 1990 and 2000, from 15,908
to 36,361. This was approximately
four times faster than the population as
whole.

The age distribution among Asians
was similar to that found in the White
population of the county. The largest
number of Asians was found between
the ages of 30 and 49 (Figure 19).
Asian families were larger than those
found in most other race groups, with
an average size of 3.61 members com-
pared to a county average of 3.13. Fe-
males were over-represented in this
group, with 52.5% of Asians being &-
male, compared to an expected aver-
age of 50%.

Most (54.5%) of the Asians in Snoho-
mish County lived in the Highway 99
and South Central Health Planning Ar-
eas (HPAs). Very few lived in the rural
North and East HPAs (Figure 20).

80 & older 0%0%

Age Group

Age and Sex Distribution
of Asian & Pacific Islander Population
Snohomish County, 2000
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Figure 19

Asian Population by Health Planning Area,
Snohomish County, 2000

N= 34,747
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Figure 20

See Figure 30 on page 25 for a map of the Health Planning Areas.
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Hispanics

20

Hispanics were the second-largest ni
nority population in Snohomish County
and the fastest-growing during the
1990s. Between 1990 and 2000, the His-
panic population of Snohomish County
grew from 10,667 to 28,590, an increase
of 168%. Hispanics comprised 4.7% of
the county’s population in 2000, com-
pared to 2.3% in 1990.

The Hispanic population was younger
than that of the county as a whole
(Figure 21). The median age of Hispan-
ics in Snohomish County was 23.6
years, compared with a county average
of 34.7 years. This population also con-
tained a larger proportion of males than
was found in the general population
(53.8% vs. 50.0%). Males between 20
and 39 years of age were disproportion-
ately represented with 18.4% of county
Hispanics falling into this group. In com-
parison, only 10.5% of the general popu-
lation was comprised of males in this age
group. Hispanic families tended to be
large, with 3.73 members compared to a
county average of 3.13.

Age Group

Age and Sex Distribution
of Hispanic Population
Snohomish County, 2000
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Hispanics (continued)

The largest concentration of His-
panics was found in the Everett
Health Planning Area, with 26.0%
of the county’s total Hispanic popu-
lation (Figure 22). However, the
greatest growth rate in the His-
panic population occurred in the
East County Health Planning
Area, where the population tri-
pled (303.6%, Figure 23).

Percent Growth 1990-2000
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Growth in Hispanic Population by Health Planning Area,

1990-2000
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Figure 23

See Figure 30 on page 25 for a map of the Health Planning Areas.
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Blacks
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Although Blacks represented a small
proportion of Snohomish County’s
population (1.6%), their population more
than doubled between 1990 and 2000.
The Black population of the county was
4,640 in 1990 and 9,803 in 2000, an in-
crease of 111%. This increase may be
attributable to the opening of Naval Sta-
tion Everett, since military-age males
are disproportionately represented in
this population (Figure 24). Among
county Blacks approximately 60% were
male, and 27.6% of the population con-
sisted of males between the ages of 18
and 39. This skewed the age distribu-
tion of this racial group, which had a
median age of 28.9 years.

The largest portions of the Black popu-
lations in Snohomish County lived in the
Everett Health Planning area (31.3%)
and the Highway 99 Corridor (25%)
(Figure 25).

Age and Sex Distribution
of Black Population
Snohomish County, 2000
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Black Population by Health Planning Area,
Snohomish County, 2000
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Native Americans & Alaskan Natives

The Native American population of
the county increased by only 26%
between 1990 and 2000. The age
distribution of Native Americans was
similar to that of the county, although
a larger proportion were children wn-
der the age of 18, 33% compared to
a county average of 27.4% (Figure
26). The average family had 3.44
members compared with a county
average of 3.13.

The Native American population was
largely concentrated in the North
County and Everett HPAs (Figure
27). This is due to the presence of
the Tulalip Indian Reservation in
North County, which borders the
Everett HPA.
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Health Planning Area, Snohomish County, 2000
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See Figure 30 on page 25 for a map of the Health Planning Areas.
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Persons of Two or More Races
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People who reported belonging to two
or more races constituted 2.9% of the
county population and were more
prevalent than either Blacks or Native
Americans. The multi-racial population
was mostly under the age of 18
(51.0%) (Figure 28). The median age
for this population was 17.5 years.

People of mixed White and Asian heri-
tage were the most common among
multi-racial people, making up 26.2%
of this population (Figure 29). People
of combined White and Native Ameri-
can ancestry comprised 25.1% of
multi-racial people, while White and
‘Other’ race persons were 19.7% of the
total. People who eported that they
were mixed White and Black made up
12.4% of the multi-racial population.
The majority of this group (77.5%) was
under the age of 18. The population of
people who were White and Asian was
also comprised mostly of children, with
62.9% under the age of 18.

Because of the way the Census Bu-
reau classifies Hispanics (see page 19)
it is not possible to include them in a
general discussion of the multi-racial
population. Most multi-racial Hispanics
identified themselves as belonging of
one of the major race groups (e.g.,
White, Black, Asian, or Native Ameri-
can) and ‘Other’ (67.4%). Mixed race
Hispanics most commonly (57.6%) k-
ported being White and ‘Other.” They
comprised approximately half of all
people who reported being of mixed
White and ‘Other’ race.
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See Figure 30 on page 25 for a map of the Health Planning Areas.



Regional Variation

To better understand the diverse popu-
lations that make up Snohomish
County, the Health District divides the
county into six geographic Health Plan-
ning Areas or HPAs (Figure 30). Geo-
graphic contiguity and similarities in
socio-economic indicators were used to
define the HPAs. The primary indicator
of socio-economic status was the pro-
portion of the population under 200% of
the Federal Poverty Level. Existing po-
litical boundaries and transportation pat-
terns were also considered.

The HPAs allow health planners to
make more detailed analyses of the
health status of the county and to more
effectively target intervention programs.
This section provides demographic
overviews of each of the HPAs, using
data from Census 2000. A summary of
regional population characteristics is
found in Table 2, page 32.

Snohomish County Health Planning Areas

i Tar: = Figure 30
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Everett Health Planning Area

The Everett Health Planning Area consists
mostly of the city of Everett, which is the larg-
est urban area in the county. The population
of this HPA increased by 33% between 1990
and 2000 (Figure 32). Everett had the low-
est median age of all the HPAs (32.2 years)
due to a large population between the ages
of 18 and 39, 37.6% versus a county average
of 32.4% (Figure 33). The population was
racially diverse; 20.3% of the residents were
non-White. Everett had the largest propor-
tion of Hispanics in its population of any of
the HPAs (7.0% vs. a county average of
4.7%).

Residents of Everett were the least likely to
live in a family household (Figure 34). Only
77% lived with other family members com-
pared to a county average of 84%. The
Everett HPA had the highest proportion of
single-parent households in the county
(Figure 35); 11.5% of all households were
composed of an unmarried parent with chil-
dren under the age of 18. Among the popu-
lation not living in family households, a fairly
large number lived in group quarters (3.8% of
the total population versus 1.5% for the
county as a whole). This was due to the
presence of personnel at Naval Station
Everett, who represented 48.3% of all people
living in group quarters in the Everett HPA.
Only 51.2% of households in the Everett
HPA were owned by their occupants. The
Everett HPA had a high vacancy rate among
housing uwits, with 5.9% unoccupied at the
time of the census.

26

8= Key Findings

The Everett HPA has the
largest Hispanic population
in the county, containing
26% of all Hispanics.

The Everett HPA has the
highest proportion of single -
parent households.

Population Distribution of Snohomish County
by Health Planning Area, 2000
N= 606,024
View Corridor
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18%

South Central
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North County
22%

Hwy 99 Corridor
16%
East County
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Figure 31



North County Health Planning

Area

North County is the largest HPA, cov-
ering more than half of the land area of
Snohomish County. However, the
eastern half of this area is in the Mount
Baker National Forest and uninhabited.
The area is primarily rural but includes
the cities of Marysville, Arlington, Dar-
rington, Stanwood, Granite Falls, Lake
Stevens, and the Tulalip Indian Reser-
vation.

North County had the largest popula-
tion of the HPAs in 2000, with 22% of
the total county population (Figure 31).
However, due to its large land area, it
also has the lowest population density,
with only 103.6 persons per square
mile. The population grew by 33.6%
between 1990 and 2000 (Figure 32).
Most of this increase occurred in the
towns of Marysville and Arlington.
Marysville grew by 145%, and this
growth represented 44.3% of the
area’s total growth. Arlington almost
tripled in size between 1990 and 2000
and absorbed 23.3% of the growth in
North County.

This area included the largest propor-
tion of children (29.8%) in the county,
and a large proportion of people over
the age of 65 (9.5%) (Figure 33). The
population had a higher than average
proportion of White residents (88.5%)
and Native Americans (2.5% compared
to a county average of 1.3%). Most
residents lived in family households
(87.9%) (Figure 34), and more resi-
dents owned their households (76.6%)
than was average for Snohomish
County. The housing vacancy rate
was 5.2%

Population Change

8 Key Findings

North County HPA is the
largest HPA.

North County has the highest
proportions of children (< 18

years of age) of any HPA.
Most of the population in-

crease in this HPA occurred in

the towns of Marysville and
Arlington.

Population Growth 1990-2000
by Health Planning Area
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East County Health Planning Area
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The East County Health Planning Area,
like North County, is mostly rural and n-
cludes a large area of uninhabited National
Forest. The towns of Snohomish, Monroe,
Sultan, Goldbar and Index follow the path
of U.S. Route 2. Because of its rural re-
ture, this HPA had a low population density
of 127.2 people per square mile.

East County experienced explosive growth
between 1990 and 2000, with a population
increase of 80% (Figure 32). The popula-
tion between the ages of 40 and 64 grew at
an even greater rate, increasing by 122%.
The largest increase occurred in the town
of Monroe, which grew 222.7% between
1990 and 2000. This represented 26% of
all growth in East County.

East County had a high proportion of chil-
dren (29.2%) and a small percentage of
people 65 and older (7.5%) (Figure 33).
This area’s population was predominantly
White (89.8%), but it also had a substantial
Hispanic population (4.2%). It had a high
proportion of people living in family house-
holds (86.5%) (Figure 34) and the fewest
living in non-family households (10.5%).
The remaining 3% lived in group quarters,
the majority of which were the residents of
the Washington State Reformatory at Mon-
roe. East County had the highest home
ownership rate in the county (80%). De-
spite the tremendous growth in this area,
housing vacancies were also the highest in
the county, with 6.6% of residences unoc-
cupied in 2000.
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8= Key Findings

East County was the fastest-
growing HPA between 1990
and 2000.

East County had the highest
home-ownership rate in the
county.

East County had the lowest
proportion of residents living
in nonfamily households.

Age Distribution of Health Planning Area Populations, 2000
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Highway 99 Corridor Health Planning Area

The Highway 99 Corridor HPA follows
the path of the highway for which it is
named between Everett and the King
County line. This HPA encompasses
the towns of Lynnwood, Mountlake
Terrace, Brier, and part of Edmonds. It
had the highest population density of
any HPA, with 3,652.3 people per
square mile. Perhaps because of this,
it experienced the relatively low growth
rate of 19% between 1990 and 2000
(Figure 32).

Like Everett (see page 25), the popula-
tion of the Highway 99 Corridor was
younger than the county average
(Figure 33), with a median age of 33.6
years. Also like Everett, it had a rela-
tively low percentage of people under
the age of 18 (25.8%). The largest age
group in this area was between 18 and
40 years old (35.7%). The Highway 99
Corridor was the most racially diverse
area in the county. Only 74.9% of its
residents were White, while 11.6%
were Asian, 5.3% were Hispanic, and
2.5% Black.

Residents of the Highway 99 Corridor
were less likely than the county aver-
age to live in family households
(81.4%) (Figure 34). The remainder
lived in non-family households (17.8%)
and group quarters (0.8%). The pro-
portion of households that were com-
prised of a single parent with children
was higher than average (9.9%)
(Figure 35). The rate of home owner-
ship was low (58.1%). The household
vacancy rate (3.9%) was also lower
than the county average.

& Key Findings

The Highway 99 Corridor
was the most racially diverse
of the HPAs.

The Highway 99 Corridor had
the highest population den-
sity of any HPA.

Living Arrangements by
Health Planning Area, 2000
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South Central Health Planning Area

30

The South Central HPA is a mostly
suburban area to the east of the High-
way 99 Corridor. It includes the towns
of Mill Creek and Bothell. In 2000, it
was fairly densely populated, with
2,466.6 people per square mile. Popu-
lation growth in this area was 26.2%
between 1990 and 2000 (Figure 32),
with most of the growth occurring in
Bothell, which grew by 144%. Growth
in Bothell constituted 68.4% of the
growth in this HPA.

The population of the South Central
area was the most representative of
the county as a whole, with population
statistics that were very similar to the
county average. The median age was
34.6 years compared to a county aver-
age of 34.7. Children comprised
27.9% of the population of South Cen-
tral HPA, while they were 27.4% of the
county population (Figure 33). Whites
comprised 82.9% of the population,
which was very similar to the county
average of 83.4%. South Central had a
higher proportion of Asians (7.2%) than
the county average (5.7%). Most of
the population lived in family house-
holds (86.8%) (Figure 34). Single-
parent households were less common
than average for the county (8.2% vs.
9.1%) (Figure 35). Home ownership
rates were somewhat higher than
average (73.2%), while the resi-
dential vacancy rate was the low-
est in the county at 3.4%.
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8— Key Findings

The South Central HPA statis-
tics were similar to the county
averages.

Growth in Bothell constituted
68.4% of the growth in this
HPA.
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Snohomish County Health Planning Areas, 2000

11.5%

9.9%

9.2% 9.1%

8.1% 8.2%

6.8%

Everett North County  EastCounty Hwy 99 South Central View Corridor  County Avg.
Corridor
N= 43,139 47,823 28,000 37,643 39,675 28,563 224,843

Figure 35



View Corridor Health Planning Area

The View Corridor HPA lies along the shore of
Puget Sound between Everett and King
County. It includes the towns of Mukilteo, Ed-
monds and Woodway. It is the smallest of the
HPAs and had the smallest population in 2000,
just 12% of the county total (Figure 31). Be-
cause of its small size (19.6 square miles) it
had a high population density of 3,652.1 people
per square mile. The View Corridor experi-
enced the least growth of the HPAs, with a
population increase of only 15.3% between
1990 and 2000 (Figure 32). Mukilteo was the
fastest-growing town, with a population in-
crease of 158.1%.

The population of the View Corridor was older
than those of the other Health Planning Areas
(Figure 33). The median age was 39.6 years
compared to a county average of 34.7 years. It
had the smallest percentage of residents under
the age of 18 (24.0%), and the greatest aged
65 and older (12.6%). The population between
the ages of 18 and 39 was the only age group
in any HPA that decreased, falling 9.6% e-
tween 1990 and 2000.

The racial composition was similar to that of
the county. Most of the population was White
(84.2%). However, this HPA had a larger pro-
portion of Asians (7.5%) than average, and a
smaller percentage of Hispanics (3.1%). The
proportion of residents living in family house-
holds (83.9%) was nearly identical to the
county average of 84.0% (Figure 34). This
area had the lowest proportion of single-parent
households, which comprised just 6.8% of all
households (Figure 35). The home ownership
rate was 71.2%, and only 3.7% of residences
were vacant at the time of the census.

8= Key Findings

The View Corridor had the
oldest population among
the HPAs.

The View Corridor had the
smallest proportion of resi-
dents under the age of 18
among the HPAs, but the
greatest aged 65 and older.

The View Corridor experi-
enced the least growth
among the HPAs.
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Table 2.

Population Characteristics of Snohomish County Planning Areas, 2000

Population

Population Growth 1990-

2000

Population Density

Median Age
Population < 18

Population 65+

Racial Characteristics

Percent White
Percent Black

Percent Asian

Percent Hispanic

Percent Multi-Racial or

Other

Everett

111,193 134,732

33.0%

1,743.7
32.2
26.3%
9.3%

79.7%
2.8%
5.5%
7.0%

5.1%

Household Characteristics

Population in Family

Households

Population in Non-Family

Households

Population in Group

Quarters

Average Family Size
Average Household Size

Percent Single-Parent

Households

Housing

Home Ownership

Housing Vacancy Rate

77.0%

19.2%

3.8%

3.1

2.5

11.5%

51.2%
5.9%

North East
82,541
33.6% 80.0%
103.6 127.2
34.8 35.0
29.8% 29.2%
9.5% 7.5%
88.5% 89.8%
0.6% 0.8%
2.0% 1.9%
3.8% 4.2%
5.2% 3.3%
87.9% 86.5%
11.5% 10.5%
0.7% 3.0%
3.2 3.2
2.8 2.9
9.2% 8.1%
76.6%  80.0%
5.2% 6.6%

Hwy. 99
98,064

19.0%

3,652.3
33.6
25.8%
8.7%

74.9%
2.5%
11.6%
57%

5.3%

81.4%

17.8%

0.8%

3.1
2.6

9.9%

58.1%
3.9%

South
Central

107,789
26.2%

2,466.6
34.6
27.9%
7.9%

82.9%
1.7%
7.2%
4.1%

4.0%

86.8%

12.9%

0.3%

3.1
2.7

8.2%

73.3%
3.4%

View
Corridor

71,690
15.3%

3,652.1
39.6
24.0%
12.6%

84.2%
1.4%
7.5%
3.1%

3.8%

83.9%

15.5%

0.6%

3.0
2.5

6.8%

71.2%
3.7%

Snohomish
County

606,024
30.1%

288.3
34.7
27.4%
9.1%

83.4%
1.6%
5.7%
4.7%

4.6%

84.0%

14.5%

1.5%

3.1
2.7

9.1%

65.4%
4.8%



